
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGR~CULTURE NOMINEES

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION (PUBLIC)

1. Full name, (include any former names used),and City and State where
you currently reside.

Thomas C. Dorr

Alexandria; VA -

2. Date and place of birth

Cherokee, Iowa
27 June 46

3. Marital Status (include maiden name of wife or husband's name)
List spouse's occupation, employer's name and business
address (es) .

Ann Louise Allison-Dorr {Ann L. Dorr

4 Education: List each college and graduate or professional school
you have attended, including dates of attendance, degrees
received, and dates degrees were granted.

Morningside College
Sioux City, Iowa
1964 -1969
B.S.
June 1969

5. EmQlovment Record: List (by year) all business or professional
corporations, companies, firms, or other enterprises,
partnerships, institutions and organizations, nonprofit or
otherwise, including farms, with which you were connected as an
officer, director, partner, proprietor, or employee since
graduation from college; include a title and brief job
description.

August 9, 2002 -Present Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural
Development USDA. Appointed by President George W. Bush

May 2001 -August S, 2002 Consultant to USDA Rural Development

2000 Chairman, Administrative Council, Grace United
Methodist Church -Marcus, Iowa
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October 2000 -February 2001 Director, Donlar/Biomune Systems
Inc., Bedford Park, II. The firm specializes in the development
and manufacture of bio-degradaQle polymers with applications in
the energy and agricultural production sectors.

1976 -2001 President, DorrIs Pine Grove Farm Company, Marcus,
Iowa. A farm operating company involved in the rental,management, 

and custom farming of family and non-family owned farmproperties.

1980 -2001 President, PGF Seeds Incorporated, Marcus, Iowa. A
personally held corporation whose primary business is the contract
production of soybean seed and operating an Iowa state licensed
grain elevator and warehouse. The company also retails soybeanseed.

1972 -1976 Employee, H & M Dorr Farms, Marcus, Iowa. Returned
as employee of my Father and Uncle's family farming operation.
Responsible for day to day crop ,and livestock operations.

1969 -1972 District Manager for the Measurement Research
Center, Iowa City, Iowa. Responsible for sample selection and
site admi~istration of the testing programs for the National
Assessment of Educational Progress effort (NAEP) in select regions
of the country. This program continues today and is being
administered by the Education Commission of the States.

1993 -2002 General Manager and Partner of Dorr Swine, LLC.
This is a family owned limited liability company which owns a 3600
head swine contract finishing facility.

1995 -2002 General Manager and Partner of Dorrs' North PorkLLC. 
This is a family owned limited liability company which owns

a 4000 head swine finishing facility.

1990 -1998 Officer and Director Dorr Incorporated. A family
owned farm corporation which owns and operates farm land in the
Marcus, Iowa area..

1998 -2002 President of Dorr Incorporated. A family owned
farm corporation which owns and operates farm land in the Marcus,
Iowa area.

1992 -1998 Director -Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago.
Committee assignments included a term as Chairman of the Personnel
Committee and serving on the Executive Committee. As board
members, our primary responsibilit1es included bank governance and
the establishment of bi-weekly monetary policy recommendations to
the Board of Governors and the Federal Open Market Committee.
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, ;, ..i
.; '" i'".. 1991 -1997 Member -Iowa Board of Regents. Appointed by the

Governor of Iowa. The board is responsible for establishing
policy and the administration of the five Regents institutions of
Iowa, which included administering an annual budget in excess of $
2.0 billion. I held a variety of committee assignments, which
included a term as Chairman of the Banking Committee.

1990 -1991 Director -Wallace Technology Transfer Foundation.
Appointed by the Governor of Iowa to a foundation established by
the Iowa State Legislature to formulate and implement plans and
programs for development and transfer of technology to facilitate
commercialization by the private sector.

1990 -1992 President & Director, Founding Member & Organizer,
Heartland Care Center, Marcus, Iowa. Organizer, founding member
and first elected President of the Board of Directors of Heartland
Care Center, a $2.8 million privately funded long term care
facility in Marcus. Facility was completed and opened in July1995.

1988 -1991 Director, Founding Member & Organizer, Cherokee
County Area Economic Development CQrporation -Cherokee, Iowa. A
non-profit corporation whose mission is to combine community and
rural resources into one focused economic development effort for
the county.

1987 President & Director, Founding Member & Organizer,
Chicago Central and Pacific Shippers Association, Aurelia, lA. An
association organized with the expressed purpose of providing
support and improving communications to the management of a
struggling railroad while retaining the use and viability of a
major regional rail line. The effort was successful and the
organization disbanded.

1986 -1988 Director, Marcus Economic Development Corporation -
Marcus, Iowa. A local non-profit volunteer organization whose
mission is to facilitate local economic growth. It is privately
funded.

1983 -1986 Member, Cherokee County Board of Review -Cherokee,
Iowa. Appointed by the Cherokee County Board of Supervisors. I
served as one of a three member appointed panel for a three year
term, as provided by Iowa law, to adjudicate taxpayer property tax
assessment appeals.

1978 -1986 Director and Officer, National Corn Growers
Association -St. Louis, Mo. A farmer commodity organization
concerned with the development of farm economic and political
policies at national and international levels. Elected to board
by peers from Iowa.

1976 -1985 Director and Officer, Iowa Corn Growers Association
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-Des Moines, IA. A farmer commodity organization concerned with
the development of farm economic and political policies at
national and international levels. A member and key architect of
the implementation of the first statewide corn check off that was
passed irito law and instituted within the United States.

6. Military Service: Have you had any military service? If so, give
particulars, including the dates, branch of service, rank or rate,
serial number and type of discharge received.

Yes. July 1966 -May 1968, Iowa Air National Guard, 18Sth Sioux
City, Iowa. Airman, forget specific rank. Don't recall serial
number, however SSN is Honorable Discharge, May
1968.

7. Government Service: State (chronologically) your government
service or public offices you have held, including the terms of
service grade levels and whether such positions were elected or
appointed.

August 9, 2002 to present. Under Secretary of Agriculture for
Rural Development. Appointed by President George W. Bush.

May 2001 to August 8, 2002. Consultant to USDA's Office of Rural
Development. Appointed by President George W. Bush.

8. Honors and Awards: List any scholarships, fellowships, honorary
degrees, and honorary society memberships that you received and
believe would be of interest to the Committee.

None

9. Other MembershiDs: List all organizations to which you belong,
excluding religious organizations.

National Corn Growers Association, Iowa Corn Growers Association,
Iowa Soybean Association, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, Agi-
Business Association of Iowa, Marcus, Iowa Chamber of Commerce,
Republican Party of Iowa, Cherokee County Rural Water District,
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, First Farmers Coop Association,
Cherokee, Iowa, Farmers Cooperative Society, Sioux Center, Iowa,

10. Published Writings: List the titles, publishers, and dates of
books, articles, reports, or other published materials (including
published speeches) you have written. Please include on this list
published materials on which you are listed as the principal
editor. It would be helpful to the Committee if you could provide
one copy of all published material that may not be readily
available. Also, to the maximum extent practicable, please supply
a copy of all unpublished speeches you made during the past five
years on issues involving agriculture, nutrition, forestry or
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commodity futures policy or related matters.

No

11. 

Health: What is the present state of your health?

Excellent
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FINANCIAL DATA AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST (PUBLIC)

1 Have you severed all connections with your immediate past private
sector employers, business firms, associations, and/or
organizations?

Yes

List sources, amounts and dates of all anticipated receipts from
deferred income arrangements, stock options, incomplete contracts
and other future benefits which you expect to derive from previous
business relationships, professional services, firm memberships,
former employers, clients, or customers.

2

Dorr's North Pork LLC
be $10,000 per year

-Limited partnership income estimated to

3 Do you, or .does any partnership or closely held corporation in
which you have an interest, own or operate a farm or ranch? (If
yes, please give a brief description including location, size and
type of operation.)

the following

Iowa
Iowa
Iowa

Thomas C. Dorr 250 acres of land in Cherokee, County,
Dorr Incorporated 265 acres of land in Cherokee, County,Dorrs' 

North Pork, LCIO acres of land in Cherokee, County,

Thomas C. Dorr's and Dorr Incorporated's property is farmland on
which we produce corn and soybeans. Dorr Inc. is a family farm
corporation founded in the late 1940's. I own less than 10% o£
the stock.

Dorrs' 

North Pork is a contract swine finishing unit. It is owned
in Limited Liability (partnership) arrangement with several
Brothers, my Mother, and one cousin.

4 Have you, or any partnership or closely held corporation in which
you have an interest, ever participated in Federal commodity price
support programs? (If yes, provide all details including amounts
of direct government payments and loans received or forfeited by
crop and farm, etc. during the past five years.)

See attached Item "Addendum 4a'

5 Have you, or any partnership or closely held corporation in
which you have an interest, ever received a direct or
guaranteed loan from or cosigned a note to the Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, the
Rural Utilities Service or their predecessor agencies, the
Farmers Home Administration, the Rural Development



Administration, the Rural Housing and Cooperative Development
Service or the Rural Electrification Administration? (If yes,
give details of any such loan activity during the past 5
years.)

Yes, but not in the last five years

6. Have you, or any partnership or closely held corporation in which
you have an interest, ever received payments for crop losses from
the Federal Crop Insurance program? (If yes, give details.)

Yes

1993 -Due to excess rain crop production was impeded and DorrIs
Pine Grove Farm Co. and I, personally, received indemnity payments
from crop insurance coverage provided by our Multi-Peril Crop
Insurance policies

2000 -Due to drought crop production was impeded and Dorr's Pine
Grove Farm Company, Dorr Inc., and I, personally, received
indemnity payments from crop insurance coverage provided by our
CRC 80 insurance policies.

7 If confirmed, do you have any plans, commitments, or agreements to
pursue outside employment or engage in any business or vocation,
with or without compensation, during your service with the
government? (If so, explain.)

No

8. Do you have any plans to resume employment, affiliation, or
practice with your previous employers, business firms,
associations, or organizations after completing government
service? (If yes, give details.)

Yes, return to my farming and grain business operations.

9.

Has anyone made a commitment to employ you or retain your services
in any capacity after you leave government service? (If yes,
please specify.)

No

10.

Identify all investments, obligations, liabilities, or other
relationships which involve potential conflicts of interest in the
position to which you have been nominated.

As to my nomination for Under Secretary for Rural Development, I
have modest equity interests in a number of publicly traded
entities, which could conceivably be a party to, or be directly
and substantially affected by, a particular matter which could
arise within USDA and within in the purview of the Under Secretary
of Agriculture for Rural Development. Those entities are: (1)
McLeod USA; (2) Citigroup Inc.; (3) Farmers Co-op Society, Sioux
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Iowa

Center,

In anticipation of receiving the traditional companion nomination,
that of board member of the Commodity Credit Corporation, I own
Dorris Pine Grove Farm Company. This company was formerly an
operating company and now owns a small commercial building and a
few pieces of equipment.

I also have minority interests in Dorr Inc., a family farmingcorporation, 
three family trusts established by my deceasedFather, 

and Dorris North Pork LLC, which is a family owned limited
liability company involved in contract swine feeding operations.

I have outstanding loan arrangements with the following lending
institutions: Farmers State Bank, Marcus, Iowa; Northwestern State
Bank, Orange City, Iowa.

.can?

If11 Have you ever received a government guaranteed student
so, has it been repaid?

has been fully repaidYes, it

If confirmed, explain how you will resolve any potential conflict
of interest, including any that may be disclosed by your responses
to the above items.

12

As Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural Development, I will
disqualify myself from participating personally and substantially
in any particular matters, which may arise within USDA during my
service that would have a direct and predictable effect on the
named entities.

As a Board Member of the Commodity Credit Corporation it is my
intent to do the following with regard to Dorr's pine Grove Farm
Company. The farm operating company's machinery has largely been
liquidated; I have resigned as an officer and director of the
company; I have terminated completely the company's farming
activities. The leases on the family lands have been terminated
and the property has been leased to non-family farmers from within
the community. The leases with the new operators are of a long-
term nature and not year to year.

PGF Seeds, Incorporated was merged into DorrIs Pine Grove Farm
Company in June of 2002. It no longer maintains either an Iowa
State Grain Dealers and Warehouse License or Commodity Credit
Corporation issued Uniform Grain Storage Agreement. They have
been terminated. The grain storage facilities have been leased to
one of the farmers leasing farm ground from my family and me. The
only returns from my ownership interest therein are derived from
lease payments, which are based upon the value of the facility,
and bear no relationship to the market for the agricultural crops
stored in such facility.

is 

a limited liability corporation. Since the lastDorr Swine LLC
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filing it has been liquidated and the final tax return filed in2002.

Dorrs' North Pork LLC is a limited liability corporation which
owns approximately 10 acres of land also located in Cherokee
County, Iowa, in which I have a 21% ownership interest and the
balance of which is owned by my mother, three brothers, and acousin. 

It is a feed-to-finish hog facility'which has a capacity
of approximately 4000 hogs, and which is currently operated by me
and other members of my family. Although still a partner in the
organization, I have resigned from all managerial and operationalrolls. 

The active management of the corporation's activities has
been undertaken by one of my brothers who is presently engaged in
carrying out the corporations business activities under the terms
of a verbal agreement. During my service as an official of USDA,
my only income from my ownership interest in Dorrs' North Pork
will be a receipt of my proportionate share of the corporation'sprofits. 

I will disqualify myself from participating personally
and substantially in any particular matter that will have a direct
and predictable effect on Dorrs' North Pork LLC.

Dorr, Inc., is another family corporation in which I have an
ownership interest, and am an officer and director. Dorr, Inc.,
owns approximately 280 acres of land as well as cash and
securities, and I enjoy approximately a less than 10% ownership
interest in the corporation. I have resigned as an officer and
director. As Dorr, Inc., carries out no farming or other business
operations, and receives no farm-related income but for cash
rentals received in return for the lease of its land for farming
operations as described above, my continued ownership interest,
and my receipt of my share of the rental income received, will
result in no conflict of interest with the duties I will perform
if confirmed to serve in the positions for which I have beennominated. 

To assure that no conflict of interest will exist, in
the event I am confirmed, I will, disqualify myself from
participating personally and substantially in any particular
matter that will have a direct and predictable effect on Dorr,
Inc. Additionally, I will disqualify myself from participating on
any particular matter in which the lessees of the land owned by
Dorr, Inc. is, or represents, a party.

As demonstrated by my Form SF 278, Public Financial Disclosure
Report, I serve as a trustee of, and enjoy future beneficial
interests in the assets of, several family trusts. Those include
three trusts -the MGDIF Trust, the MGDR Trust, and the MLDQTP
Trust -each of which has been identified above, as well as the
Melvin G. Dorr Irrevocable Trust. However, but for (1) the
described ownership interests which some of these trusts hold in
the business entities discussed above; and (2) their ownership
interests in certain of the agricultural lands leased for farmingpurposes, 

the trusts themselves conduct no business activities
which could give rise to any conflict of interest with the duties
I will perform as an official of USDA. In order to avoid a
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potential conflict with respect to my financial interests in these
trusts, I have resigned from all of my positions as a trustee of,
and will abstain from all management responsibilities for, the
identified trusts. Additionally, I will disqualify myself from
participating personally and substantially in any particular
matter that will have a direct and predictable effect on the Dorr
Family Trusts.

By virtue of the outstanding loans I have with certain lending
institutions, if confirmed I will have covered relationships with
Farmers State Bank, Marcus, Iowa; Northwestern State Bank, Orange
City, Iowa. In the event I am confirmed to serve as an official
of USDA, I will therefore, disqualify myself from participating in
any particular matters in which these lending institutions are, or
represent, parties until such time as my debts to them have been
extinguished, unless I receive a written waiver pursuant to
section 2635.502(d).
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

Office of the
Assistant Secretary
for Administration

Office of Ethics

Honorable Thad Cochran
Chainnan
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,

and Forestry- SR328A
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

1400 Independence
Avenue SW

March 21, 2003Washington, DC
20250-0122

Dear Mr. Chainnan:

Enclosed are the original and five copies of the questionnaire and net worth

statement of Mr. Thomas C. Dorr, nominee for the position of Under Secretary of

Agriculture for Rural Development. Also enclosed is a copy of Mr. Dorr's current

Form SF-278, Public Financial Disclosure Report. If you have any questions about

the enclosure, please contact us at (202) 720-2251

Sincerely,

;(~~, /
Raymond J. Sheehan
Director
Office of Ethics

Enclosures

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNliY EMPLOYER
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